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resource was of no avail to furnish the compensation
which Prussia herself would not forego. Frederick
cast longing glances towards West - Preussen, but
could not bring himself to believe that Russia would
consent to an acquisition which would add im-
mensely to the power of a rival state. He therefore
feared that the knot would yield only to the sword.

At this crisis the King twice met Joseph II. face
to face. At Neisse, in August, 1769, little save a
personal introduction was effected. Frederick pro-
fessed to be charmed with the beautiful soul and
noble ambitions of the young Emperor, while Joseph
reported to his mother that the King talked admir-
ably, but betrayed the knave in every word he spoke.
At the second meeting, which took place in Moravia
in September, 1770, Frederick spared no effort to
captivate Joseph and Kaunitz. He donned the Aus-
trian uniform of white, though he smilingly confessed
that his mania for snuff made him too dirty to wear
it. He extolled the Imperial grenadiers as worthy
to guard the person of the God of War. He made
Laudon sit beside him, saying in graceful allusion to
Hochkirch and Kunersdorf, that he would rather
have General Laudon at his side than be obliged
to face him. After sacrificing to the vanity of the
Chancellor by listening for an hour to a monologue
on political affairs, he won his heart by posing as a
grateful convert to his views.

The result was that Frederick was able to offer
Catherine the joint mediation of Austria and Prussia
to end the war. The offer was not accepted, but it
proved that the two foes were not irreconcilable.